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L. ATTENTION : Pour tout office designe auquel le delai selon Particle 22.1) tel qu'il est en vigueur depuis le I er avril 2002 (30 mois a 
compter de la date de priorite) s'applique, se reporter au formulaire PCT/IB/308(Deuxieme avis supplemental) (qui sera emis a bref delai 
apres P expiration du delai de 28 mois a compter de la dale de priorite). 

2. 11 est nolifte par la presente que V office ou les offices designed suivanls - auxquels le delai selon Particle 22.1 ) tel qu'il est en vigueur 
depuis le 1 avril 2002 ne s'applique pas - ont demande que la communication de la demande internalionale, prevue a Particle 20, soil 
effectuee conformement a la regie 93bis. I . Le Bureau international a adresse cette communication a la date indiquee ci-dessous ■ 

2 1 avril 2005 (2 1 .04.2005) 

CH 

Conformement a la regie 47. l.c-to)i), ces offices accepteront le present avis comme preuve determinante du fait que la communication de 
la demande internationale a bien 6te effectuee a la date d'expedition indiquee ci-dessus et il ne sera pas exige du deposant qu'il fournisse 
une copie de la demande internalionale a P office ou aux offices designes. 

3. Les offices designes suivanls, auxquels le delai selon Particle 22.1) tel qu'il est en vigueur depuis le l er avril 2002 ne s'applique pas, 
n'ont pas demand^, a la date d'expedition du present avis, que la communication de la demande internationale soil effectuee conformement 
alaregle93to.l : 
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Conformement a la regie 47.1.c-6ur)u) v ces offices accepteront le present avis comme preuve determinante du fait que PEtat contractant 
pour lequel cet office agit en tant qu'office designe n'exige pas du deposant qu'il fournisse en vertu de Particle 22 une copie de la demande 
internationale. 

4. DELAIS pour Touverture de la phase nationale 

Pour le ou les offices designes mentionnes ci-dessus et a moins qu'une demande d'examen preliminaire international ait ele presentee avant 
Pexpiralion du delai de 19 mois a compter de la date de priorite (voir Particle 39.1)), le d^lai applicable pour Pouverlure de la phase 
nationale sera, sous reserve de ce qui est dil au paragraphe suivant, de 20 MOIS a compter de la date de priorite. 

En pratique, des delais autres que celui de 20 mois continueront de s'appliquer, pour des durees diverses, en ce qui concerne certains 
offices designes mentionnes ci-dessus. Pour obtenir les mises a jour regulicres relatives aux delais applicables (20 ou 21 mois, ou autre 
delai), office par office, on se reportera a la Gazette du PCT, au bulletin PCT Newsletter ainsi qu'aux chapitres naiionaux pertinents dans le 
volume 11 du Guide du deposant du PCT, accessibles sur le site Internet de l'OMPI a Padresse suivante : 
http://www.wipo.int/pcl/fr/index.html. 

Le deposant est seul responsable du respect de tous les delais vis6s ci-dessus. 
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International application No. 
PCT/EP2004/052526 



In respect of point V 

Reasoned statement as regards novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations in support of this statement 



Reference is made to the following document: 
D1: EP-A-0 517 303 

1 ) The present application does not satisfy the conditions set forth in PCT Article 33(1 ), 
the subject matter of claims 1-4 not involving an inventive step as defined by PCT Article 
33(3). 

D1, which is considered as the most relevant document, discloses a matrix of 
photosensitive elements that is controlled so that a reset phase precedes an image 
acquisition phase. D1 also discloses (column 2, lines 25-33) the problems associated with 
resetting all the rows simultaneously. The solution proposed is to activate n rows of the 
matrix simultaneously so as to reduce the charge during the reset (column 2, lines 34-44). 

All the features of the first embodiment of the application are therefore known from 
D1 , which does not however entail a solution in which the rows are "disjoint". Regarding this 
feature, point VIII must be taken into consideration. 
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The objective problem that has to be solved by the additional features of claim 1 
seems to derive from the observation that coupling appears between contiguous rows 
during the reset (page 9, lines 18-24). The solution is based on the principle of not resetting 
two contiguous rows at the same moment, the underlying features being defined in the 
description (page 9, line 25 to page 10, line 1). 

Claims 1-4 do not contain these features essential to the embodiment of the 
invention (see point VIII) and they are therefore not considered to be inventive. 

2) However, the features of claim 5 are neither known nor suggested by the prior 
art, and they allow the objective problem defined in the above § to be solved. 

In light of point VIII, this clarified claim does fulfill the conditions stipulated in 
PCT Article 33(1-3). 
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In respect of point VIII 

Certain observations relating to the international application 

1) The notion of "disjoint" defined in claim 1 may mean that all the rows but one are 
contiguous, something which is not supported by the description and is not sufficient to 
solve the problem posed. 

2) Claim 1 does not define that the groups have approximately the same number of 
rows, as defined in claim 3, this being essential for the second embodiment (the comb). 

3) Claim 2 implies that the rows in a different group may be contiguous, something 
which is not supported by the description. In addition, such an interpretation would go 
counter to the objective problem defined in point V §1 . It should also be pointed out that the 
"two rows" feature is not explicitly defined in the priority document. 

4) As mentioned in point V, the features of claim 5 (including therefore claim 4) are not 
known from the documents identified. However, they do not clearly define that the groups 
are arranged as a comb. 

In addition, claim 5 also covers the possibility of having n = N, which would result in 
all the rows being reset simultaneously. This would, on the one hand, not be novel (this 
corresponds to the prior art) and, on the other hand, be in contradiction with the notion of a 
comb. 
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[Finisher: Please insert the following text into the standard PCT Form 409] 
Point V 

Reasoned statement as regards novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations in support of this statement 

Reference is made to the following document: 
D1: EP-A-0 517 303 

Document D1, which is considered as the closest prior art to the subject matter of claim 1 , 
discloses a matrix of photosensitive elements controlled so that a reset phase precedes an 
image acquisition phase. D1 also discloses (column 2, lines 25-33) the problems 
associated with simultaneously resetting all the rows. The solution proposed is to divide the 
set of rows into groups, to activate the n rows in a group simultaneously and to activate the 
various groups of the matrix sequentially so as to reduce the charge during the reset 
(column 2, lines 34-44). 

The additional features of the claim are that the n rows of a group are all disjoint (this 
feature could be supplemented by the fact that they are not contiguous - even if these 
features seem redundant, this amendment introduces a clarification). 

The subject matter of claim 1 is therefore novel (PCT Article 33(2)). 

The problem that these additional features propose to solve stems from the observation 
that coupling occurs between the contiguous rows during the reset (page 9, lines 18-24). 
The solution, defined by the additional features of claim 1 , is based on the principle of not 
resetting two contiguous lines simultaneously. 

The problem and its solution are neither known nor suggested in the documents identified, 
and therefore claim 1 is considered as involving an inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)). 

The claims dependent on claim 1 therefore also satisfy, as such, the PCT requirements in 
respect of novelty and inventive step. 
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